CITY OF POQUOSON

500 City Hall Avenue, Poquoson, Virginia 23662-1996
Office of the City Manager (757)868-3000 Fax (757)868-3101

January 11, 2016

TO: City Council

FROM: Economic Development & Community Recreation Director
THROUGH: City Manager

SUBI: Poquoson Exchange Club Community Project:

Messick Point Outdoor Interpretive Center

The Poquoson Exchange Club met with Community Recreation Staff in November 2015 to discuss a
Community Project for Messick Point. The project is envisioned as a 16 x 24’ outdoor interpretive
center which could be utilized for classes and seminars. Additional uses may include special event
programming and picnic/family gatherings.

Two schematics are provided in the accompanying Power Point. The first offers a view of the proposed
interpretive center and includes an adjacent grass berm contemplated as an access feature of it.

The second is an aerial photo of the site location requested by the Poquoson Exchange Club: the City’s
property at 413 Messick Road. The property sits adjacent to the Public Boat Ramps and contains the
Messick Point Public Restrooms and the former Marina Store. The parcel also benefits from
approximately one dozen trees which could complement the structure as a shaded seating area.

Two (2) possible project locations on this property are highlighted with orange circular markers.

It should be noted that given the close proximity of the property to the shoreline and the Resource
Protection Area, this project will likely require approval of the Board of Zoning Appeals and possible
mitigation.

The Exchange Club is seeking consideration of the proposal by City Council. Should City Council
approve the project concept and location, the Club’s Project Committee will then present the item to the
Poquoson Exchange Club General Membership for vote and expenditure approval. If approved by the
Exchange Club’s General Membership, the project Committee envisions providing a more formal plan
and specific agreement for City Council and Staff review, to ensure codes compliance and building
structure approval prior to project implementation.

If approved, it is anticipated that Construction costs would be covered by the Exchange Club. The City
would be asked to waive administrative fees for the community project and may be asked for initial site
prep assistance. Anticipated project costs to the City would be minimal. Pending all approvals and City
review, the project is envisioned for Spring 2016 construction. The Exchange Club would like
permission to post a sign on the landward side stating the structure was donated by the Exchange Club.

Staff is pleased to provide additional information as needed.
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